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COMMONWEALTH HEADS OF GOVERNMENT MEETING 2011 

Statement by Premier 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [2.02 pm]: Western Australians will remember the 
Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting 2011 for many years to come. They will remember the vibrancy 
of Perth as we hosted Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II and His Royal Highness The Duke of Edinburgh, along 
with presidents, prime ministers and foreign ministers from around a quarter of the world’s countries. From a 
Western Australian perspective, CHOGM 2011 and the associated royal visit were an unqualified success. 
During the last week in October, our city and state were on the world stage and we made the most of the 
opportunity. The level of international exposure for Perth was unprecedented as we demonstrated our ability to 
successfully host a large and complex event. 

I can inform the house that the state government achieved each of the objectives it set for CHOGM 2011: a 
uniquely Western Australian experience for delegates; maximum exposure of Western Australia; the Western 
Australian community and business had the opportunity to participate in CHOGM events; the community 
developed a better understanding of the commonwealth; and CHOGM was a safe and secure event. 

I table today a summary of all costs associated with the Western Australian government’s involvement in 
CHOGM 2011 and the associated royal visit. It should be noted that although the majority of costs are known, 
some are being reconciled to accounts that are still to be received. The estimated net cost to the state government 
of hosting CHOGM 2011 and the royal visit is just over $24 million. This figure includes an investment of 
$9 million on the state reception centre, $1.3 million on the Botanical Cafe and over $3 million on upgrades to 
Government House, most of which were planned works brought forward; $1 million to support the 
commonwealth arts festival, which included 70 free events, opening and closing concerts attended by 
approximately 7 000 people, and the “People’s Space”, which was visited by approximately 6 000 people per 
day; $1 million to provide free entry for children to the Royal Show; $200 000 for the CHOGM education 
program that was delivered to more than 28 000 students throughout the state; $400 000 support to the 
commonwealth business forum and the commonwealth people’s forum, both of which had strong participation; 
$308 000 sponsorship of the international netball and hockey fixtures, which drew big crowds and were screened 
nationally and internationally; $1.6 million to stage the “Great Aussie Barbecue”, an outstanding event that was 
televised live nationally and internationally in more than 50 countries and attended by over 100 000 people; and 
$299 000 for free public transport on the Transperth network on Friday, 28 October and Saturday, 29 October. In 
addition, Lotterywest provided grants of $490 000 to assist with measures to engage Western Australians in the 
commonwealth people’s forum and $1.45 million to support the commonwealth arts festival. It is expected that 
there will be no net cost to the state for providing security, health and traffic management services for the 
commonwealth government at a cost of around $43 million.  

What the figures do not show, though, is the experience shared by people throughout the event, which included 
the Nomad Two Worlds: Portrait of Diversity exhibition that was installed in the Hay and Murray Street Malls; the 
free concert to close the commonwealth arts festival; the netball and hockey events; and the cooperation of the 
people of Perth in participating in the many events that occurred during CHOGM and in putting up with some of 
the minor inconveniences, which was greatly appreciated. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Perth and member for Girrawheen, I have not given you an opportunity to make a 
brief statement.  

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I call you to order for the first time today, member for Girrawheen. It is at my discretion. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: There are also the small stories, such as the captains of the four international netball 
teams — 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Take a seat, Premier. I am sorry about this, Premier. Member for Girrawheen, if you want to 
stay in this place, you are not going about it the right way. I formally call you to order for the second time today. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: As I said, there are also some small stories, such as the captains of the four international 
netball teams who gave up their time to run skills clinics at Balga Senior High School. The experience is one that 
will not be forgotten by the young girls who participated. 

I have received very positive feedback from numerous sources about how the state rose to the occasion to host 
CHOGM 2011 and the associated royal visit. 
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Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen, I formally call you to order for the third time today; member for 
Joondalup, for the first time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: In conclusion, I thank all in government, private industry and the community, including 
the many volunteers, for their support and assistance in ensuring such a successful CHOGM 2011 and royal visit. 

I table the report on all expenditure. 

[See paper 4296.] 
 


